MICs of 10 oral antibiotics were determined fQr 105 Moraxello catarrhalis and 96 Haemophilus ii#luenzae isolates from adults. A two-to fourfold increase in MICs of oral cephalosporins was seen in the presence of BRO-l but not with TEM-1 or BRO-2. The MICs of cefixime for 90% of strains of H. iiJuenzae (0.135 Lg/mI) and M. catarrhalis (0.25 gLg/ml) were 8-to 64-fold lower than those of other oral cephalosporins.
Cefixime, a new oral broad-spectrum cephalosporin, has been shown to provide good activity against a number of respiratory pathogens (4, 7, 8, 14) . Alternative agents to ampicillin and amoxicillin that are resistant to 13-lactamases are important, given the presence of P-lactamase in 10 to 30% of strains of Haemophilus influenzae (5, 9, 16 ) and the emergence of Moraxella catarrhalis as a respiratory pathogen. M. catarrhalis contains two similar 1-lactamases, BRO-1 and BRO-2 (12, 17) , which are present in 75 to 85% of current clinical isolates (6, 17) . We compared the activity of cefixime with'that of other oral antibiotics against adult isolates of H. influenzae and M. catarrhalis, using isolates for the latter that were known to contain either BRO-1 or BRO-2.
M. catarrhalis was recovered from the sputum of adults seen between 1983 and 1987 at the University of Texas Health Center. H. influenzae isolates were from adults seen between 1980 and 1987. All but five isolates (95%) were from sputa. Organisms were identified by using standard methods and were tested for ,-lactamase by using the chromogenic cephalosporin nitrocefin (Cefinase; BBL, Cockeysville, Md.). Details of these methods are provided elsewhere (12, 16 (3) .
Of 105 isolates of M. catarrhalis studied, 80 (76%) produced P-lactamase. Seventy-one of the enzyme-positive strains (89%) had previously been shown to produce BRO-1, and the remaining nine isolates (11%) produced BRO-2 (12) . Ninety-six isolates of H. influenzae were studied. The strains were selected such that approximately one-half of the isolates (44%) produced p-lactamase and the others were resistant to tetracycline (17 (10) . M. catarrhalis, which also has a constitutive Tet B determinant (15) , exhibits this same resistance phenotype (i.e., tetracycline resistant, ininocycline susceptible) (2). 
